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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's election with traverse of group III (claims 21-25) and newly added 
claims 26 and 28 in the reply filed on 12/24/08 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that groups III and IV are worded differently but claim the same limitation and 
groups I and II are also worded differently but claim the same limitation. The claims 
contain different limitation as is shown below. These different limitation put burden on 
the examiner, since a separate search and/or art has to be utilized. For example, claim 
1 states " identifying a particular accounting mechanism of said accounting mechanisms 
corresponding to the particular item based on matching the particular item with said 
one or more of the plurality of access control list entries; and in response, 
updating the particular accounting mechanism corresponding to the particular 
item". Claim 21 and 25 do not state this, but state "identifying and updating a particular 
accounting mechanism of said accounting mechanisms corresponding to the particular 
item based on said one or more of the plurality of access control list entries." Therefore, 
there is no mention of "matching the particular item with said one or more of the 
plurality of access control list entries" and also, the updating in claim 21 and 25 is 
not based on the matching of the particular item with said one or more of the plurality of 
access control list entries as it is in claim 1 . 

Claims 5 and 10 are different than claim 8, since their rewording results in 
different limitations. For example, Claim 5 and 10 have "wherein at least two entries 
within the adjunct memory include a same counter indication" and there is no mention of 
this in claim 8. Further claim 8 has "wherein the lookup value includes at least one 
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autonomous system number, said at least one autonomous system number identifying a 
set of communication devices under a single administrative authority" and there is no 
mention of this in claim 5 and 10. 

For independent claims to be examined in the same group, they have to have the 
same limitation, such that the limitations are not open to different interpretation. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. A 
complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected claims or 
other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) See MPEP § 821 .01 . 

Claims 1-12, 16-18 and 27 are hereby withdrawn from further consideration. 

Claims 21-26 and 28 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 21-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The accounting requests/mechanisms in 
relation to access control list entries are unclear. What exactly are the accounting 
requests/mechanisms doing some form of accounting of the access control list entries? 
The function of the accounting mechanisms is unclear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Camillone et al., USP 5,421 .01 1 , and further in view of Leni et al., USP 6,498,91 2. 

As per claims 21 and 25, Camillone discloses an apparatus, comprising: one or 
more processors and memory, wherein the memory stores one or more instructions 
that, when executed by said one or more processors, perform operations comprising: 
configuring a mechanism for accumulating information based on an access control list 
including a plurality of access control list entries, with one or more of the plurality of 
access control list entries identifying accounting requests; said configuring the 
mechanism including: associating accounting mechanisms with each of said one or 
more of the plurality of access control list entries identifying accounting requests; and 
wherein at least one of the plurality of access control list entries identifies a deny 
operation and at least one of the plurality of access control list entries identifies a permit 
operation (abstract; col.1, 38-46; cols' 9 & 10, 66-67 & 1-6; fig's 4-5). Camillone might 
not explicitly disclose identifying and updating a particular accounting mechanism of 
said accounting mechanisms corresponding to the particular item based on said one or 
more of the plurality of access control list entries. Leni discloses identifying and 
updating a particular accounting mechanism of said accounting mechanisms 
corresponding to the particular item based on said one or more of the plurality of access 
control list entries (col. 2, 42-55; col. 6, 50-59; claim 8; col. 3, 3-7). It would have been 
obvious to modify Camillone to include identifying and updating a particular accounting 
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mechanism of said accounting mechanisms corresponding to the particular item based 
on said one or more of the plurality of access control list entries such as that taught by 
Leni in order to have at least five different pre-defined modes-a secure accounting 
mode, a resource accounting mode, an authentication disabled accounting mode, a 
custom accounting mode, and a disabled accounting mode-are provided and available 
for selection by an administrator as deemed necessary and appropriate (Leni: col. 3, 3- 
7). 

As per claim 22, Camillone further discloses wherein each item of the 
plurality of items corresponds to one or more fields of a received packet (abstract; col.1 , 
38-46; cols' 9 & 10, 66-67 & 1-6; fig's 4-5). 

As per claim 23, Camillone further discloses wherein each item of the plurality of 
items further includes at least one autonomous system number, said at least one 
autonomous system number identifying a set of communication devices under a single 
administrative authority (abstract; col.1 , 38-46; cols' 9 & 10, 66-67 & 1-6; fig's 4-5). 

As per claim 24, Camillone further discloses wherein at least one of said 
accounting mechanisms is associated with at least two different access control list 
entries in said one or more of the plurality of access control list entries identifying 
accounting requests (abstract; col.1, 38-46; cols' 9 & 10, 66-67 & 1-6; fig's 4-5). 

As per claims 26 and 28, Camillone further discloses wherein said means for 
identifying and updating the particular accounting mechanism of said accounting 
mechanisms corresponding to the particular item includes: means for performing a 
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lookup operation in an associative memory based on the lookup value including the 
particular item to identify an associative memory result; and means for performing a 
lookup operation on an adjunct memory based on the associative memory result to 
identify the particular accounting mechanism of said accounting mechanisms (abstract; 
col.1, 38-46; cols' 9 & 10, 66-67 & 1-6; fig's 4-5). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Behrang Badii whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6879. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to (571)273-8300 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 3600 Customer Service 
Office whose telephone number is (571) 272-3600. 
/BB/ 

/James P Trammell/ 
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